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AND DEATH SHALL
HAVE NO
DOMINION
Dylan Thomas 1943

Our rights to
protest

Protest has always had
potential as a catalyst for
social change and political
progress. In Wales we

are still inspired by our
past struggles and a long
tradition of activism and a
refusal to conform.

There are already laws

to cover radical acts of
protest, such as charges of
criminal damage. However
to proscribe such protests
as ‘terrorist’ is a repressive
measure, when cynically
aimed to stifle political
opposition.

What is terrorism?

Terrorism is a policy of
random intimidation of

the public - or sometimes
targeted opponents -
threatening death, extreme
violence or injury, to
achieve a political aim. The
term was originally used to
describe state terrorism,

(right) from Cardiff.

as in France's Reign of
Terror (1793-94), or later to
violent anarchist and nihilist
bombers such as Ravachol,
executed in 1892.

In 1912-14 the Suffragettes
of the WSPU also engaged
not only in window
smashing, but also in
letter bombs, improvised
explosives and arson,
causing deaths and injuries.
David Lloyd George’s home
was targeted. Palestine
Action has not engaged

in such tactics, attacking
instead premises of
companies connnected
with the Israeli military,
including in Wales.

Yvette Cooper, the then
Home Secretary, was
photographed wearing

a sash to honour the

WSPU - just as she was
proscribing Palestine Action
as a ‘terrorist organisation’,
tactically grouping it with
organisations of the far
right.

Mass arrests

The sceptical public
responded with (now illegal)
mass protests, as hundreds
and more hundreds of
people, peacefully holding
up placards expressing
support for Palestine
Action, were arrested.
‘Terrorists’ now apparently
included even elderly and
disabled pacifists. Their
action was prompted by the

COVER ILLUS: Palestine activist Elisabeth Morley from Aberystwyth, daughter of a

Holocaust survivor, is arrested

Evening Standard

genocide being perpetrated
by the state terrorism of

the IDF. Wearing a uniform

does not negate the charge
of terrorism.

Turning the screw

In October the new

Home Secretary, Shabana
Mahmood, said she would
grant the police powers to
prevent repeat protests in
a single place, to dictate

times and locations, to

prevent ‘cumulative impact'.

These draconian laws
will affect all peaceful

protestors, including
environmental and climate
activists, human rights
campaigners and of course
opponents of nuclear

weapons such as ourselves.
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Sudan’s current civil war has uprboted perhaps 12 million people. Herison Philip OXFAM
Seismic upheavals around the world are prolonging and extending conflict. Nations
are increasingly divided internally, and international alliances are looking increasingly
multipolar and impermanent. Scarce resources, trade wars, climate change, displacement
by war, injustice and a yawning gap between the richest few and the many poor, need to be
prioritised through disarmament, human rights and international law.

>>> Sudan: cholera, hunger and endless war

The intractable civil war in Sudan between the military government and the RSF (Rapid Support
Force) is driven by mineral resources, power, ethnic conflict and international arms trade. Aid
cannot get through, people starve, rape and mass killings are common, disease is rampant.
>>> Ukraine swerves

Trump marked the 80th anniversary of the United Nations with an ill-tempered rant against
almost everyone present. Like a drunk driver, Trump then swerved into a new position on
Ukraine, claiming that his erstwhile enemy Zelenskyy could win back all lost territory after all
from Trump's previous best pal Putin. And then he swerved back again. Europe and NATO re-
arm, with no end in sight for this new Cold War.

>>> US troops urged to break the rules of war

On 30 September 2025 Pete Hegseth, US ‘Secretary of War’, boasted of removing ‘the social
justice, politically correct and toxic ideological garbage’ that had infected his department.
Hegseth wished to unleash overwhelming and punishing violence on the enemy, to ramp
up ‘lethality’. Rules of engagement are ‘stupid’. ‘War fighters’ must be free to intimidate,
demoralise, hunt and kill.

>>>You-Ess-Ay!"!" versus USA

US troops and National Guards have been deployed by Donald Trump into US cities which are in
the political hands of the Democrat opposition. The military brief is to attack and disperse local
protests against the masked thugs of ICE, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Both
ICE and troop deployments, along with gerrymandering, sound like preparations for a classic
fascist coup or a new civil war. A third term?

>>> Attacking that old ‘back yard’ - again

US strikes have obliterated several small unidentified Venezeuelan and Colombian boats. Peace-
loving Trump claims without evidence that the crews were narco-terrorists. Many say the victims
were just fishermen. ‘Please be warned, we will blow you out of the water’. The USA aims not
only to topple president Nicolds Maduro, but to invade and get their hands on all that oil. He has
now sent the world’s largest aircraft carrier and B52s to join a growing fleet.

The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Maria Corina Machado, a Venezuelan politician who calls on the
USA to invade her own country, is widely seen as an attempt by the Nobel judges to deflect rage from a
disappointed Trump. Remember Kissinger, older readers?
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IT'S NOT OVER UNTIL PAI.ESTINE IS FREE

A 100-strong vigil on 4
October in Caernarfon
supported the Sumud flotilla
to Gaza, and also held

five minutes silence in the
memory of those killed in
the attack on a synagogue
in Manchester, as well as
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Why is Palestine such

an important issue

to supporters of CND
Cymru? Because the
Israeli genocide is a moral
outrage. Netanyahu's
policies overturn the hard
won rules of international
and humanitarian law,
taking no acount of peace
or justice. Israel has
repeatedly ignored UN
resolutions over many
years. Its secret arsenal of
illegal, uninspected nuclear
weapons is currently
believed to number
between 90 and 400. World
peace needs a stable
Middle East, and that has
never been achievable
under the status quo ante.

Genocide and
accountability

An end to war and
terrorism, whether by
state actors, proxies or
insurgents againstillegal

partner in crime, supplying
weapons and providing

air reconnaissance over
the smoking ruins of Gaza.
Any claim to be the ‘Free
World' rings hollow.

Belated recognition of
Palestine

Although most British
political parties have called
for a two-state solution for
many years, they dragged
their feet and looked the
other way, until Israel had
builtillegal and aggressive
settlements across the
West Bank to create a

fait accompli. Only on 20
September 2025 did Britain
finally recognise Palestine
as a state.

Protests acoss Wales and
the world

Protests about Gaza
have been continuous
in communities around

victims in Palestine and in
other global conflicts.

Wales, across Britain and
throughout the world. The
pro-Israel media and many
politicians turned the truth
on its head by condemning
protests as ‘hate marches’,
even though they include
large Jewish blocs and
descendants of Holocaust
survivors.

Bombing the peace talks

On 9 September Israel
bombed Doha, the capital
of Qatar, in a bid to
assassinate the envoys
representing Hamas.

With Israel increasingly
isolated, worldwide, even
its eternal ally the USA was
unhappy with this reckless
operation, as Qatar was a
valuable part of Trump’s
plan to woo the rich Gulf
States.

Some activists from Wales,
including Hannah Schafer from
New Quay and Leigh Evans from
Swansea, sailed with the flotillas, a
series of ships and boats carrying
humanitarian aid. The Israelis
attacked and boarded the ships
illegally in international waters,
abducted the crews to Israeli
prisons and then deported them.

military occupation must
be carried out in the
interests of all humans,
including both Israelis
and Palestinians. The
support for Netanyahu
by the USA and many

of its western allies has
enabled the genocide.
The Starmer government
has been a complicit




Fake diplomacy

The Qatar bombing
prompted Trump to
promote a ‘Peace Plan’,
which was really an
ultimatum to Hamas to
do as they were told or be
obliterated. As the talk of
a ceasefire being agreed
was first broadcast, tens
of thousands of Gazans
headed back to the north,
only to find that their
homes had become a
devastated landscape of
rubble and death.

On 13 October 2025 the
new ceasefire enabled the
reunion of families and
friends, in both Palestine
and in Israel This rare day
of celebration and dancing
for joy, was to be treasured
forever. The ceasefire was
still in place at the end

of the month, but it was
repeatedly breached, and
settler violence still raged
in the West Bank and
humanitarian aid was still
obstructed. Israeli troops
remained behind a ‘Yellow
Line'.

What plan?

The vainglorious Trump's
back-of-an-envelope ‘Peace
Plan’ was hailed by himself

as one of the greatest
events in the history of
the world. However his
sketchy plans seemed to
mean entirely different
things to the Arab states,
the Israelis, the Gazans
and the Western powers.
After basking in glory in
Israel and then in Egypt,
US Air Force One took the
chump back home. The
20-point Peace Plan the
naked emperor left behind
contained neither detail
nor timetable.

The old fix

The Israelis could change
the rules and restart the
war at any time. They
already refused to rescind
the illegal occupation of
East Jerusalem, the West
Bank (supposedly against
the will of Trump), or

the Golan Heights... The
Palestinans are still offered
no meaningful say in their
own future. Trump has zero
interest in one-state or two-
state solutions, only in real
estate and big money. He
has a short attention span.
And the Israeli government
is in no mood for peace
or reconciliation. The
fragile ceasefire is already
cracking, while diplomacy

2 A

shilly-shallies.

There are no honest
brokers here. The
architects of the new order
are said to include Jared
Kushner - not a statesman
but Trump'’s son- in-

law, who thinks Israeli
genocide is a fight against
barbarism. Even Tony Blair
has been tipped as some
kind of governor of Gaza.
His Tony Blair Institute has
received vast amounts of
money from Larry Ellison,
friend of Netanyhu.

Neo-colonialism, or rule
by rich foreign plutocrats
or estate agents, will
solve nothing. The future
of the Middle East and the
happiness and security
of all the peoples in the
region can rely only on
Palestinian freedom. To
bring that about, the
international campaign
must continue with
boycott, sanctions and
divestment. UN agencies
and press access must
be reinstated, and the
perpetrators of the
genocide must be held to
account.

PHILIP STEELE

In August children aged

6 to13, at the Al-Wafaa
orphan village in Khan
Yunis, miss their parents at
a ‘graduation ceremony’.
Organised together with
UNICEF, this marked 18
months of support, therapy
and education. We owe a
more hopeful and peaceful
world to their generation.

From film clips:
Abdallah Alattar, Bader Tabash
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Union turnaround

On 9 September a motion from the UCU supporting ‘Wages not Weapons' was passed
at the Trade Unions’ Congress, despite TUC's previous support for the Westminster
government's massive increases in military spending. This very welcome move was
supported by the RMT, NEU, CWU, FBU and PCS.

Britain breaches

)

Britain's expansion of its
nuclear weapons capability
is in clear breach of
international law. CND's
latest legal opinion finds
that Britain's purchase of
12 F-35A nuclear-capable
fighter jets is in violation
of its commitments under
Article VI of the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

This article states, that
‘each of the Parties to the
Treaty undertakes to pursue
negotiations in good faith
on effective measures
relating to cessation of the
nuclear arms race at an
early date and to nuclear
disarmament, and on

a treaty on general and
complete disarmament

e
N\

under strict and effective
international control.

International law experts
Professor Christine Chinkin
and Dr Louise Arimatsu,
argue: “the decision of

the UK to purchase F-35A
fighter jets rather than any
other model is precisely
because the aircraft can
‘deliver both conventional
and nuclear weapons' and
thereby enable the RAF to
reacquire ‘a nuclear role for
the first time since 1998.
Reinstating a nuclear role
for the RAF represents

a reversal of the UK's
long-term commitment

to nuclear disarmament,
including under the NPT.”

This is yet another breach
of the NPT by the British

the NPT - again...

government, following
the 2021 announcement
to increase the number
of UK nuclear warheads
by 40%. And there are also
serious concerns that the
Aukus Treaty - under which
the UK will provide Australia
with nuclear-powered
submarines - also breaches
the NPT.

>>> Plegse contact your
MP and ask them to submit
this written question to the
Attorney General:

The UN Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty

allows for “transfer of
nuclear technology and
materials to NPT Parties
for peaceful purposes in
the development of civilian
nuclear energy programs
in those countries”; under
the AUKUS agreement,
the UK will be providing
nuclear powered military
submarines, and their
fuel, to Australia. Has the
UK government received
legal advice on whether
transferring nuclear
technology and materials
to the Australian armed
forces, as opposed to
“transferring nuclear
technology and materials
for peaceful purposes in
the development of civilian
nuclear energy programs”,
is consistent with our
obligations under the Non-
Proliferation Treaty?

BRIAN JONES



® Russia revives
Cold War missile

On 21 October 2025 Russia
announced the successful
15-hour test flight of 9IM730
Burevestnik (‘'Stormy Petrel’),
a low-flying cruise missile,
nuclear- powered and
nuclear-armed. This has
been developed since 2001
and is due to be taken up

in 2027. The USA left the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
in 1972.
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o Tactical nuclear
weapons myth

The Nuclear Education
Trust Is launching online

on 25 November 2025 a
major new publication:
Stepping Back from the

Brink - the Myth of Tactical
Nuclear Weapons and Limited
Nuclear War by Dr Tim Street.
This comprehensive report
reviews policies and practices
of all nuclear weapons states,
and whether use of 'tactical’

—_ - —
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HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL

The good news is that the
majority - 99 out of 197 - of
United Nation members
have now signed the Treaty
on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).
This is a key milestone for
the UN treaty, which only
came into force under 5
years ago, and which outlaws
nuclear weapons and all
activities associated with
them, including production,
possession, testing, threats
or use.

Whilst the nuclear weapon
states and their allies
continue to ignore the TPNW,

Melissa Parke, the Executive
Director of the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN) said: “The
TPNW is the best way to
ensure real security from
the existential threat nuclear
weapons pose to the future
of humanity, because as
long as they exist, nuclear
weapons are bound to be
used, intentionally or by
accident. The nuclear-armed
countries and their allies are
a distinct minority and they
have no right to continue to
threaten the future of the
rest of the world.”

BRIAN JONES

—

nuclear weapons could
erode the nuclear taboo.
https://nucleareducation
trust.org/publications/

STOP PRESS

I US brings back tests !

! Trump declares that US will !
I' restart nuclear testing. A I
I dangerous move, but does 1
1 he mean it? 1

Credit: Pax Christi

When so many world
leaders break the rules
with impunity, it is time to
stand up for international
law and the UN's Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons...
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LAKENHEATH, MARHAM, MILDENHALL...

iug =
The Lakenheath Alliance for Peace tour came to the Temple of Peace in Cardiff on 1 October: Marianne Owens

(PCS), Adam Johannes (Stop the War, Cardiff), Jim Scott (PARC against DARC, see opposite), Kate Hudson (Vice
-President British CND) and Ali Lochhead (CND Cymru).

PARC

On 20 September Sophie Bolt, General Secretary of British CND, spoke at the National
Demonstration, when a large gathering protested about the return of nuclear weapons
to East Anglia. More and more people and organisations are getting involved in
opposition to the nuclear deployments to ‘RAF (that is, USAF) Lakenheath, in Suffolk.

A Lakenheath Alliance meeting in Cardiff allowed us all to discuss what is going on in
this increasingly militarised world, especially in Wales. Follow-up meetings will be held
to discuss ways we can all support people to reach out beyond us, rather than always

speaking ‘to ourselves'.

* Twelve B-61 nuclear weapons have been sent to Lakenheath.

« It has been announced that Britain will deploy 12 F35-A nuclear- capable bombers, purchased
from the US, to be based at Marham RAF base in Norfolk.

¢ Pollution: the KC-235 air-to-air refuelling planes based at ‘RAF’ Mildenhall, Suffolk can carry
90,000kg of aviation fuel. Just one of these tankers emits as much CO; as 23,000 people daily

in Britain.

NATO war games

The Cold War is back again.
If it's October, it must be time
for NATO's annual ‘Steadfast
Noon' (no live weapons were
used in this exercise’). This
year's host was Volkel in the
Netherlands, and involved
about 2,000 personnel.
Further support came from
‘RAF' (aka USAF) Lakenheath,
and from Skrydstrup in
Denmark.

Jim Stokes, NATO's Director

of Nuclear Policy said,

‘it is about promoting
transparency when and
wherever appropriate, so that
our allied populations and
the wider world have a good
understanding of what we
are doing'. So what a shame
that England’s Suffolk County
Council has NO evacuation
plan in case of a nuclear
incident at Lakenheath.

On the last Saturday of every
month there is a vigil held at

USAF Lakenheath, from 12 to
2pm. The next International
Peace Camp of Lakenheath
Alliance for Peace will be
held on 1-6 April 2026.

>>> Sign the petition:
https://you.38degrees.org.
uk/petitions/no-us-nuclear-
weapons-on-uk-soil

For more information about
what is going on and how to
get involved, go to https://
lakenheathallianceforpeace.
org.uk/

ALI LOCHHEAD




...AND PEMBROKESHIRE' S
NO TO DARC

il .i. 't‘ .1

Acrassfhe-beach at Newgale a human eha/n

August was a busy month
for the Pembrokeshire
Against Radar Campaign
(PARC) Against DARC (US
Space Force Deep Space
Advanced Radar Capabiliity).
It began with a well attended
demo at Newgale, a popular
beach in the Pembrokeshire
National Park, less than a
mile from the proposed

site for the military radar
project in Brawdy. More
than a hundred protesters
joined hands to express
their solidarity in opposing
DARC - generating some
great drone footage and
subsequent press coverage.

Spreading the word

The following day PARC
member Roy Jones gave

a speech on DARC at the
Eisteddfod in Wrexham,
highlighting the resurgence
of the philosophy of possible
first strikes by nuclear
weapons, as represented
by Trump’s new $550 billion
Golden Dome proposal.
Roy argued that while
DARC's currently stated aim
was the targeting of other
nations’ satellites, the three
proposed sites, one of which
is already being built on

the north coast of Australia,
could plausibly be used to
track missiles as part of the
Golden Dome. Roy affirmed
this at a webinar for WIRN

(the US War Industry
Resisters’ Network), in which
he also mentioned that the
historic PARC campaign had
also reached out over the
Atlantic to gain support from
politicians and faith groups.

St David's to Cardiff

Later that month PARC
members joined the St
David's Carnival procession
with banners, handing out
flyers and even engaging in
dialogue with First Minister
Eluned Morgan, stressing
the support they had
received for their Statement
of Opinion opposing DARC
at the Senedd.

In early October Jim Scott
spoke at the Lakenheath
Alliance for Peace tour event

We're on our way!

alongside Kate Hudson in
Cardiff (see opposite page),
highlighting that the
campaign’s strength had
already led to widespread
opposition to DARC. Trump's
pledge to spend $1 Trillion in
2026 on the newly renamed
US ‘Department of War’ was
an aggressive response to
the peaceful actions of the
BRICS countries and China
in their move to a multipolar
world. The US only seems

to understand violence and
is engaged in a new Cold
War, but the empire’s days
are numbered - and PARC
believes that this campaign
can be won, just as last time
around in the 90s!

ROY JONES
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PAGE 10

Our first public meeting, in
July 2025 at the Cardigan
Guildhall, had a three-

fold focus - to draw
attention to the activities
and developments of the
local QinetiQ-run MOD
base at Aberporth, West
Wales Airport, and Parc
Aberporth; the increased
military propaganda of our
communities throughout
Cymru, and the connections
between both of the above
and the Israeli genocide.

Whose airspace is this?

With an attendance of
almost 100 people, there
was terrific interest and
support in finding out that
the West Wales Airport

is being developed into

an international hub for

AGAIN

WEST WALEE
ARM

WEST WALES
AGAINST ARMS

testing weapons of war and
surveillance, especially drones
built by Portuguese-owned
company, Tekever, who

boast that the facility and

its 2,500km wide airspace,
will be made available to
‘international partners,’
including Leonardo, who
provide weapons and planes
to Israel. QinetiQ has been
issued at least nine licences
by the UK government, the
most recent for £14m to
provide Israel with military
equipment. The local links to
this horror are unacceptable,
and we call for the immediate
cessation of Israeli hostilities
and recognition that Wales
stands with the Palestinian
people.

‘Military ethos' - or
community values?

We also recognise that the UK
and Welsh governments have
amplified the militarisation

of civil society. By such
projects as Armed Forces

Day (now a week!), the

Army Reserve's ‘Wear your
Uniform to Work', the Military
Ethos Project directed at
schools, in which the military
also receives privileged
access, amongst other
programmes, encourages
violence, nationalism,

and an unquestioning

obedience to military and
political Establishments.
These are malign policies
that foster the acceptance

of war as both a terroristic
threat and an answer

to solving international
political disputes; therefore,
facilitating the acceptance of
astrong, large, expensively
equipped Tri-Service. The
programmes are a direct
threat to Wales as a nation of
peace and sanctuary.

A place of peace

We, the residents of West
Wales, do not want our skies
used to test technology
that helps Israel commit
genocide, and we demand
the demilitarisation of

our communities, the
development of peaceful,
sustainable enterprises

for employment, and

the provision of health,
education, and fulfilment to
everyone.

Our group has since held
subsequent planning and
strategy meetings, aimed at
confronting the multinational
weapons manufacturers

and expelling them from

our region and nation. We
have developed research,
PR/Comms, and public
engagement teams to further
our messages of peaceful
development, free of the
scourge of weapons of death.
>>>To join or learn about
our activities, please contact
us at westwalesagainstarms@
proton.me.

IAN HICKS

Welsh government is also
complcit in supporting arms for
Israel.



Hands off! The campaign gets going at Maesteg meeting

It's not safe, it's not clean,
it's not cheap and it's not
for us - these were the
messages coming loud
and clear from a packed-
out public meeting in
Maesteg last month where
people from across the
Llynfi, Garw and Ogwr
valleys came together to
build a campaign against
the proposal for a nuclear
power station.

Proposed: Last Energy site

The meeting was organised Last Energy’s proposal

by No Nuclear Llynfi,

a community campaign
group set up to oppose the
plans by Last Energy, an
American company, which
has never built or operated
a nuclear power station
before, but wants to build
four Small Modular nuclear
Reactors (SMRs) outside
Maesteg.

threatens the health

of local people and

the environment in
pursuit of private profit
and threatens to set a
precedent that opens the
door to an industry of
experimental SMRs being
built across our country.
We cannot allow this to
happen.

>>> To join the campaign,
or to sign the petition, send
an email to
nonuclearllynfi@gmail.com

JENNY LLOYD
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Caerphilly

As the day of Caerphilly
by-election approached,
Saturday saw a push back
against the posturing

of Reform in their suits

and the uglier face of
Reform'’s extremist fellow
travellers, Voice of Wales
and Patriotic Alternative.
They had called a protest in
the town centre to oppose
the Senedd's ‘Wales Nation
of Sanctuary’, and police
had been warned to expect
hundreds. Security guards
in the fast food stores,
Plaid and Labour offices
were warned to close, the
car park was cordoned

off, two full-time security
outside Reform'’s office
gave out an air of menace.
In the event, the protest

against the Nation of
Sanctuary was a damp

squib - only a handful
turned up, while a hundred
anti-racists filled the Twyn
by Tommy Cooper’s statue,
separated by one weary
policeman. Cér Cochion
led the singing of peace
songs for three hours by
the Cenotaph in the square
below.

The choir’s leaflet
encouraged people to
get out and vote. Various
polls put Plaid Cymru and
Reform extremely close,
many predicting a win
for Farage’s flag-waving
xenophobia.

In such an overheated
atmosphere, the positive
response of passers

by at the busy junction
was heartening. There
were thumbs up, honks,
applause.

The gathering reclaimed
its Welsh identity from

the racists, with the crowd
singing a rousing rendition
of the Welsh anthem, Hen
Wlad fy Nhadau.

The Caerphilly by-election,
called due to the death

of Hefin David MS, is the
first test of Reform'’s toxic
politics and has polarised
the community in a way
not seen since the Miners'
Strike. Racists have been
emboldened by the
rhetoric from Westminster.

Cér Cochion: ‘Ray Davies walks with us’

Caerphilly by-election rally

While Richard Tice and

LIgr Powell try to give a
reasonable face to Reform,
right-wing extremists

have threatened Afghan
asylum seeker temporarily
housed in the Holiday Inn
with racist, antisemitic,
Islamophobic chants.

Today showed that money
and power does not
inevitably win the day

- in spite of the millions
thrown at it by the likes
of Nigel Farage (as we
residents have seen with
their multiple mailouts
from a London address).
To paraphrase Star Trek:
‘Resistance is not futile.”

WENDY LEWIS

e The Caerphilly by-election
took place on 23 October. In
the end, the Reform UK were
easily beaten into second
place by Plaid Cymru.
Labour was a poor third,
and the Tories only polled

2 percent. The political
landscape has shifted: many
lessons to be learned. How
will the Senedd look, after
the election of 7 May 2026?



Cynon Valley Festival of Peace

Aberdare

The Cynon Valley Festival

of Peace held in St Elvan’s

Church, Aberdare, on

13 October, was a huge

success. Over 200 people

attended to hear from Kyoko

Gibson from Hiroshima,

Richard Outram of Mayors

for Peace and poet Mererid

Hopwood amongst other

speakers. A thousand

paper cranes, made by

local school students and

others, were on display.

The day concluded with

a performance by the

Lewis Merthyr Band and

the Cwmbach Male Choir

accompanying Dafydd Iwan

singing Yma o Hyd. Everyone

left inspired and enthused.
JILL EVANS

Throughout Wales

Peace Day/ weekend in
September was marked
across Wales by Merched
dros Heddwch (Women for
Peace), with the release of
doves, singing, walks, fasting
for Gaza, vigils, fundraising
for MAP and the Sumud
tent school project, writing
to MPs... Actions took place
in Caernarfon, Croesor,
Eryri, Harlech,Talgarreg,
Llandysul, Carmarthen,
Ferryside, and Cardiff
(Senedd).

Cardiff

At a powerful and emotional
meeting on 22 October

in the Pierhead, Cardiff,
LABRATS, the nuclear test
veterans, launched their
new educational pack. It
was sponsored by Senedd
members Sioned Williams
and Mabon ap Gwynfor.
The pack includes a free
online course and website
resources, as well as an
excellent Introduction to
British Nuclear Testing 1952-
1991, written by Alan Owen,
a LABRATS International
founder. It includes a wealth
of information and links

to actual interviews with
test veterans. LABRATS

is still campaigning for
full recognition for the
thousands of people
affected.
https://www.labratsacademy.
online

JILL EVANS

Remembrance
Remembrance is an
important part of the

peace movement, and in
every town of Wales each
November, poppies are worn
and wreaths are lain by war
memorials. Red poppies
remember British and Allied
forces who have lost their
lives in wars. The white
poppies commemorate all
who died in war - soldiers of
all sides as well as civilians.
White peace poppies

were first made by the
Cooperative Women's Guild
in 1933, and distributed by
the Peace Pledge Union
(PPU) from 1936. Often

seen as controversial, white
poppies are now a common
sight in Wales, alongside red
ones, and have been laid

at the Cenotaph in London.
Welsh white poppies (Hedd)
are available from the PPU
or your local peace groups.
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NOTICE BOARD
- WANTED

EDITOR, Heddwch magazine

We are looking for a new Editor for Heddwch

magazine in 2026, 3 bilingual issues per
year (as this one). This is a paid position.

The job is to plan each issue
* to commission and edit text

* to work with a designer and translator

* to report to the Committee
* to liaise with the printer

You will need to share the aims of CND
Cymru and to be interested in global and
local politics, in Wales and regions. The
post is open to all, first language Welsh
or English, and skills of writing or editing
would be welcomed. Some guidance

offered first time around. Any experience in
journalism or publishing would be great,

but not essential.

If you wish to find out more, or apply,
please contact
phil_steele@btinternet.com

@
CND CYMRU

AGM
29.11.25

ABERYSTWYTH
On-line or in person
CANOLFAN MERCHED Y WAWR
Vulcan Street SY23 1JH
Tea/ coffee 11.30-Start 12.00
Election of officials
Members' motions
Discussion - Campaigns - Speakers

BOOKSHELF Reviews in next issue...

LINDA PENTZ ’
GUNTER

is excited to announce
that her book -- No To
Nuclear, Why Nuclear

Power Destroys Lives,

Derails Climate Progress

& Provokes War-- is

now in the production

phase and you can wrome
pre-order copies. Her | & o
book will be published | *eA o
next March by Pluto

Press but you are encouraged to pre-order
your copies at the link below.

£14.99 Paperback with free e-book;

£9.99 e-book only
https://www.plutobooks.com/product/no-to-
nuclear/

JANINE

juxtapose the

WIEDEL's
photographs
and interviews
made across
1983-84,

overpowering
military
presence at
the RAF base
with an in-depth look at the camp and some
of the courageous and committed women
who undertook non-violent direct action

to resist, disrupt and end the deployment
of US nuclear-armed cruise missiles at
Greenham Common..

Hardback £40 or 3x £13.33
https://www.imageandreality.co.uk/store/p/
life-at-the-fence




Meleri and I were two of
the Llangadog “Wernellyn
children”. We grew up in a
household with a very long
tradition of pacifism and
campaigning for justice. Our
family’s pacifism was not
passive, but a tradition of
action for peace, including
law-breaking, non-violent
action in the tradition of
Martin Luther King and
Gandhi.

On my father Gwynfor
Evans's side, his grandfather
was a Congregational
minister in Barry and an
influential pacifist. In the
thirties last century my father
was very active in the peace
movement, addressing

huge meetings with pacifists
from across Britain, such as
George Lansbury and Vera
Brittain. He took direct action
against the occupation of
Welsh land by the War Office
by attempting to block access
for army vehicles to these
places e.g. at Trawsfynydd.
My father first proposed at

a conference of the Blaid
Genedlaethol (National
Party, later Plaid Cymru) that
the Party would commit to
renouncing all violence.

In 1939 the Welsh Pacifist
Association was formed with
the remarkable George M. LI.
Davies as president, Gwynfor
as secretary and Lys Thomas
as treasurer. And that's how
my father first came into

Meleri Mair
1945-2025

contact with Dan and Lys
Thomas, the parents of my
mother, Rhiannon. Gwynfor
and Rhiannon were married
in 1941 and Meleri Mair, their
third child, was born in 1945.

Throughout her life Meleri
was a quiet and committed
activist for peace. Her
gentle personality was

the embodiment of a firm
and persevering peace. All
injustice cut her to the quick.
Bearing witness for peace
was to act against a system
in which men controlled
women, and the empire
controlled Wales. Her whole
life bore witness against
violence of all kinds.

In her television work,

she created a company

that would strengthen

the position of women in
employment, establishing
schemes to train women

and provide them with
opportunities in all aspects
of the work, technological

as well as performative

and organisational. We
received a number of letters
thanking Meleri for her
support and assistance in the
broadcasting field. When she
founded the “Hon" company,
all contributors and all
employees were paid exactly
the same respect and salary,
and everyone was equal.
Every injustice was a blow to
her heart. She also felt deeply
about the injustice that

Wales and its people have
suffered over the centuries.
She was a staunch nationalist
and worked vigorously to
promote all that matters to
our nation. With her magical
voice and performances
with her group, Y Diliau, she
contributed greatly to the
ferment of Welsh-language
entertainment in the 60s and
70s.

Only three days before

we lost Meleri, she was
standing steadfastly with

us in Llandysul - even in

her weakness she was on
her feet for an hour -ina
vigil for the people of Gaza.
She was disgusted to the
point of tears at the horrific
violence and genocide
taking place there; knowing
that our own London
government was playing
such a key and unforgivable
part by contributing to such
grievous suffering was an
added burden. The vigil was
organised by my daughter
Lleucu, and seeing the young
members of the family
come together there to bear
witness for peace was balm
to her soul. She was full of
admiration and appreciation
of the next generation whom
she had influenced and who
will continue the tradition

of standing up and fighting
for peace. During that vigil
for Gaza we all hope that
she felt the certainty that
her influence and steadfast
testimony will strengthen
and continue through
generations to come.

MEINIR FFRANSIS
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CND CYMRU o

CND Cymru campaigns alongside
organisations in Wales and
internationally for peace, environmental
and social justice, and to rid Britain

and the world of all weapons of mass
destruction.

website www.cndcymru.org

e-mail heddwch@cndcymru.org
instagram @cndcymru

facebook www.facebook.com/cndcymru/

JOIN CND CYMRU NOW!
https://www.cndcymru.org/take-part/membership
Under 25? Easy! You can join us for free online and
download Heddwch from the website.

Team changes

Our heartfelt thanks to MICHAEL FREEMAN, Llanbadarn
Fawr, who is stepping down from the roles of Treasurer
and Membership Secretary , which he has carried out -
tirelessly and wisely - over 15 years.

We are pleased to welcome ANDREW MORRIS, from
Corwen, who is taking over both of these roles from
Michael.

Please note that some further changes will be taking place
following our Annual General Meeting (see p.14)

CONTACTS

Chair

Mabon ap Gwynfor mabonapgwynfor@gmail.com
Vice-Chairs

Jill Evans jillrhondda@yahoo.co.uk
Brian Jones brian.jones@phonecoop.coop
Treasurer/Membership

Andrew Morris membership@cndcymru.org

Llwyn, Gwyddelwern, Corwen,
Denbighshire LL21 9DG

National Secretary Press/Communications
Dylan Lewis-Rowlands heddwch@cndcymru.org

Committee

Sam Bannon; Jill Gough Social media;
Awel Irene; Alison Lochhead;

Jon Plumpton; Linda Rogers;

Bethan Sian Academi Heddwch;

Philip Steele Editor Heddwch

Liaison/Delegates

Cymdeithas y Cymod Carol Jenkins;

PAWB-CADNO Dylan Morgan;

British CND Council Linda Rogers, Dylan Lewis-Rowlands

HEDDWCH

Is the magazine of the
Wales Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament
(CND Cymru). It can also
be read online, along with
past issues at
www.cndcymru.org

Editor: Philip Steele
phil_steele@btinternet.com
Translator: Sian Edwards
siandefynnog@hotmail.co.uk
Designer: Tom Pollock
tom@excellent-design.co.uk
Printed by Serol Print,
Neath 2025

Artwork credits

Dai Owen p2; Ruth Jén
Evans; p14

The content of Heddwch
does not necessarily reflect
the opinion or policies of
CND Cymru. We welcome
debate and discussion.
Please send any comment,
contribution, letter or dates
of events to the editor.

The next issue of Heddwch
will be published in April
2026.




