How close are we to nuclear catastrophe?

SECONDS
TO MIDNIGHT

Midnight represents
global catastrophe.
The closer the hands move,
the greater the danger.
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AND DEATH SHALL
HAVE NO
DOMINION

Dylan Thomas 1943

Hope and Democracy

We live in a less
democratic world. Yet
there is still hope for
peace. Political will makes
everything possible. We
have to create a new
democracy.

Comment in the last
Heddwch reflected on

the current contempt for
international law making
the United Nations and
other multinational
organisations powerless.
The UN Security Council

is incapable of achieving
peace. Rule of force seems
more powerful today than
rule of law.

In Wales we have started
that work. The people of
Wales rejected the politics
of hate and chose the path
of optimism. This new
government is against
nuclear weapons.

Making Wales a ‘Nation
of Peace’ will not happen
overnight. It is a process,
not an event, as they say!
It will mean breaking with
past ways and creating

a new vision. It will

mean resisting the UK
Government’s push for
higher defence spending
and a greater military
presence in society. We
have to look at the things
that make people feel truly
secure.

welcome new Senedd members.

Academi Heddwch has
published a good analysis
of the Alternative Defence
Review and its impact on
Wales. CND Cymru followed
this with the excellent
publication of Beyond the
War Economy: A Sustainable
Proposal for Wales. We set
out our demands of the
Senedd members, within
the powers they exercise,

in order to make our nation
more sustainable and to
use the skills and resources
at our disposal to build a
better Wales. If listened to,
this would have an impact
way beyond our own
borders. Wales could truly
be a voice for peace in the
world.

How does CND Cymru
and the peace movement
contribute towards this?

I believe we have to

be open to working in
partnership with the new
government. It will need
our backing to bring about
the fundamental change
needed. We can support,
encourage and influence.
We all know individuals and
organisations in our own
lives that can play a part in
this positive process. We
urgently need a national
conversation on what we
mean by a Nation of Peace
and how all individuals and
communities can benefit
from that.

Cor Cocion Caerddd (Cardiff Red Chir) ampaigners

The negative military
narrative has to be
challenged.

Our peace narrative is
positive and full of potential.
We cannot lose this
opportunity to change
Wales, and change the world.

JILL EVANS
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BEYOND THE WAR ECONOMY

A Sustainable Proposal for Wales

Our Alternative Defence
Review, commissioned by
CND Cymru, has now been
followed by the publication
of Beyond the War Economy
- A Sustainable Proposal for
Wales.

Now we have a new political
makeup in Wales with Plaid
Cymru as our minority
government. Exciting. UK
defence spending is rising
sharply. We are being put
on a ‘war footing' in an
increasingly unstable world.
Increasing defence budgets
fuel this fear. Military
investment expands, often
daily demanding the huge
funding increases, to the
detriment of depleted social
economy budgets.

What will we be defending?
A poverty-stricken state,
decreasing hopes for a
fulfilled and safe future;
poor health, housing,
infrastructure and
education?

Defence-linked employment
is presented as
indispensable. Reliance on
high-risk defence contracts
exposes Welsh communities
to volatility, Westminster
decisions and ethical
controversies surrounding
arms and exports. Ajax,
developing armoured
vehicles in Merthyr Tydfil,
demonstrates the fragility.
This project went over
budget and time and was
unfit for purpose after
wasting £ billions.

Evidence consistently shows
that public investment

in healthcare, education,
renewable energy, housing
retrofit and build, and social
care creates more jobs per
pound spent than military
investments prioritising
weapons over wellbeing is a

direct political choice, which
the vast majority of people
in Wales reject.

Heddwch ar Waith and CND
Cymru are working together
to call on the Senedd to
support:

® A Just Transition away from
awar economy to one of a
sustainable healthy Wales.

® A full public audit of
defence dependence
in Wales, including
employment, subsidies,
research and academic
funding, land use and skill
development.

® An end to active promotion
of military recruitment
and promotion in schools
and publicly funded
institutions.

® Alignment of economic
development policy with
the Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act
2025; ensuring security
is defined in terms of
social, environmental and
community resilience.

® Transparency around

public funds and pension
investments.

A long-term vision and we
are making a great start.
Working across Wales,
developing linkages with
many organisations, Trade
Unions, public bodies,

to gain evidence about
alternative economic
realities and ownership
for transition, to take our
collective demands to the
Senedd in a public meeting
in early 2027. Lots to do
and we all need to get
together and link with our
communities, work places
and political bodies.

Please get involved. Get in
touch with Ali Lochhead
alisonlochhead358@gmail.
com to discuss possibilities
and opportunities for
involvement.

Link to Beyond the War
Economy: A Sustainable
Proposal for Wales can be
found at: www.cndcymru.
org/en/beyond-the-war-
economy-a-sustainable-future-
for-wales/

Alternative Defence Review -
May 2025 - available on
www.cnduk.org/adr/

ALI LOCHHEAD
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THE IMPOSSIBLE CASE OF

Checkmate in the Strait of Hormuz

THE WAR ON IRAN

Wikimedia-Commons

The onset of this war — phrased as ‘pre-emptive self-defence’ (which is not how
that works, Pete Hegseth) — came as a conclusion in what realist scholars of
international politics would call a ‘security dilemma’. Essentially, unsure of their
‘security’ (as termed in military speak), both sides engaged in a military build-up -
which only created the incentives for further escalation.

A tangle of aims

That narrative is false. First, all parties
involved - the US and Israel, as well

as Iran, all have juxtaposing and non-
comparative goals. Therefore, to call
this a simple security dilemma ignores
two facts. Firstly, the instigator of this is
very likely the genocidal regime in Israel.
Secondly, the incentives of all parties
are not aligned towards de-escalation or
peace.

I would like to frame the ongoing war
rather differently. Each actor has its own
motives for entering and escalating. It
could also be viewed as an increasing
multipolarity of international politics,
incumbent on the downfall of the US
imperial and hegemonic project.

Let's begin with the instigator and actor
most incentivised to prolong the conflict,
Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu, alleged war
criminal, has long sought war with Iran.
Statements by US leaders in the opening
days of the war demonstrate that Israel

was going to attack Iran, and that the
US, thinking that they likely couldn’t stop
Israel, launched pre-emptive attacks.
Israel's priority remains the prosecution
of this war, until Iran can no longer
function or exist as a state.

Netanyahu's game

Apart from distracting domestic and
foreign audiences from the ongoing
genocide in Gaza and the West Bank,

the war also provides the perfect pretext
to enact sweeping anti-democratic
reforms in Israel. It enables Netanyahu to
continue ruling, backed by the far-right,
and hopes to rally the populace to his
side in an election year. Israel is, more
broadly as a society, reliant on some
‘other’ or perpetual war narrative. While
the ongoing genocide of the Palestinian
people suffices, with that becoming

the “new normal” (a horrifying enough
sentence in itself), the Israeli regime is
constantly seeking a new ‘other’ to justify
the ongoing de-democratisation and
colonialisation by the Israeli state.



Trump's dilemma

The US's own wannabe dictator, Donald
Trump, while much more incentivised to
stop the war, is also in a dilemma. The
war is unpopular in the US, mostly due to
the economic downturn effects including
higher fuel prices and resulting inflation.
However, the military-industrial class
behind him are completely reliant on

the continuation of ‘some war, any war’
(war is good for business). Increasingly,
the war is also fuelled by, and fuelling

Al The dilemma then becomes one of
democracy versus capitalism. It's clear
which one is winning. The American
economy is currently being held afloat
by massive spending on Al, data centres,
and war.

If we removed just the Al spending from
the equation, the American economy is
under deep water. If we disregard Iran-
related war spending, then the American
economy is likely in a deepening
recession. The ever-deepening inequality
between the ultra-rich and everyone else
in the American economy, has meant that
the military-industrial Trump class is very
insulated from the ongoing effects of the
global crisis they have instigated.

Iran’'s aims

Iran is, in its own way, also incentivised to
continue - but not necessarily to escalate.
With the USA, breaking the so-called

-

LEBANON,’

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

WEST BANK _ ()

GAZA STRIP

SAUDI ARABIA

“rules-based order” (that never really
existed), the Trump regime has enabled
others to do the same. For example, Iran
has begun charging toll fees on the strait
of Hormuz (against international law) to
certain ships. This practice, with a fee of
one million yuan per trip (note Chinese
Yuan, not US Dollar), is generating vital
foreign income for Iran at a fiscally
difficult time (as a result of sanctions).
The toll has now become a point of
negotiation for any future ceasefire or
peace.

The ongoing war of aggression against
Iran has also spurred a sense of rallying
around the flag for a regime that

was facing severe internal existential
opposition. Any negotiated settlement

is likely Iran's incentive to maintain, but
not escalate, a low-level of warfare, or a
ceasefire that maintains a siege mentality
that can perpetuate the current pseudo-
stability the current regime enjoys.

This war is skewed towards the
maintenance of some form of conflict
- and it does not look like that is
shifting. The return of imperial age
warfare has become the new normal,
so we need to re-orient towards peace
and reconciliation - a future only
achieved by placing social, global,
climate, and economic justice at its
heart.

DYLAN LEWIS-ROWLANDS

UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES

ARABIAN SEA

INDIAN OCEAN
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DIEGO GARCIA:
DENIAL OF INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

* British colonialism ¢ Nuclear alliance * Trump °

In 1966 Britain stuck

a secret deal with the
US: the US would give
Britain a $14 million
discount on Polaris nuclear
weapons supplied to
Britain; in return, Britain
would forcibly remove
the inhabitants of Diego
Garcia, an island in the
Chagos Archipelago in
the Indian Ocean under
British colonial rule, and
lease it to the US for 50
years as a military base.

From 1967-1973, in
violation of international
law, Britain forcibly
expelled up to 2,000
Chagossians living

on Diego Garcia and
surrounding islands,
taking them to Mauritius
or Seychelles with no
compensation or support.
Tactics used to expel
included refusing re-entry
for temporary leavers;
ending work contracts;
reducing food and
supplies ships; and killing
Chagossians’ dogs. Many
experienced extreme
poverty and discrimination.

Today, Chagossian
people number around
10,000 across Mauritius,
Seychelles and Britain.

The US used the military
base for bombing Kuwait,
Afghanistan and Iraq,

and “rendition” flights in
2002. Diego Garciais a
potential base for striking
Iran. There is speculation
that the base has been
used for storage of nuclear
weapons and torturing
captured suspected
terrorists. As there has
been no civilian population
since its indigenous
inhabitants were expelled,
no journalists or observers
can scrutinise activities.

In February 2019, following
application by Mauritius,
the International Court of
Justice ruled that Britain
transfer the Chagos Islands
to Mauritius. In May 2019,
the United Nations General
Assembly affirmed the
decision and demanded
Britain withdraw its
colonial administration
and cooperate to facilitate
resettlement of Mauritian

M/V Nordvaer preparing to depart Diego Garcia, 1969
Kirby Crawford Wikimedia Commons

nationals in the Chagos
Islands. Britain agreed

in 2025 to transfer
sovereignty to Mauritius,
providing that Diego Garcia
remained under British
control for 99 years under
a lease from Mauritius,
meaning no resettlement.
Britain would spend an
average of £101 million per
year to continue providing
the US with a military base.
Following Donald Trump's
criticism, in April 2026 the
British government paused
the deal, meaning no
transfer of sovereignty or
resettlement. Chagossian’s
voiced mixed reactions to
the deal.

Chagossian Voices
campaigns for full
indigenous rights
and rights of self-
determination for
the Chagossian
people, a decisive
role for Chagossians
in sovereignty
negotiations, a right
to return to the islands
for all Chagossians,
and reparations for
Chagossians for their
enforced exile and
consequent suffering
and harm they have
experienced.

With no change now
planned, Britain continues
a policy of colonial
injustice and denial of
the indigenous rights

of Chagossians, whilst
allowing US military base
use with no Parliamentary
oversight.

SOPHIE SHANAHAN



THE FILTON FOUR

The State took its next step towards autocracy on
Friday 12 June 2026, when judge “Justice” Johnson
attached a terrorism connection to the sentences of
four Palestine Action activists, Charlotte Head, 29;
Samuel Corner, 23; Leona Kamio, 30; and Fatema
Rajwani, 21 - more commonly known as the Filton
Four. The jury had not been made aware at the time
that the context of the sentencing was to be applied to
non-terrorist offences.

CND Cymru joins in the condemnation of the move,
which is a further step on the path towards a state
that criminalises and suppresses dissent against
warmongering and murdering, while not charging
perpetrators of pogroms and race riots - people who
have actually terrorised those living here - with similar

charges. London, march against the arrest of the
The Filton Four will stand alongside proud activists Filton Four
across history - the Chartists, the Suffragettes, Credlit: Denise Laura Baker 12 June 2026
Greenham Common women, and y

many more who utilised direct
action to protest and stand for
their rights and the rights of others
against a state that cared little
beyond control and profit.
Solidarity with the Filton Four, and
remember - to stay silent is to be
complicit.

DYLAN LEWIS-ROWLANDS

THE LAW IS AN ASS

In July 2025 the Westminster Parliament endorsed the
proscription of Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation.
It was an outrageous proposal, which twisted the meaning
of terrorism itself. Direct action protests could already be
charged with criminal damage, as had so many historical
protests in a just cause. However, this time the change in
legislation was to protect a criminal genocide rather than
to prevent it. A reverse morality.

In the months that followed thousands of peaceful
protestors were arrested as terrorists, for no more than
holding up a placard. Not a bomb. Countless hours were
wasted by the police dragging the elderly and disabled to
the vans. Small wonder that on 13 February the court ruled
that the proscription was struck down as unlawful.

However, the police were ordered still to arrest protesters,
Longtime campaigner Angie  just in case the appeal was upheld. And so it was, by the
Zelter from Powys was arrested  Court of Appeal on 15 June 2026, a couple of days after the

outide the Law Courts.  Filton Four were sentenced. About 3,000 people have been

arrested.
Credit Randnorshire
Palestine Links PHILIP STEELE
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SHUTTING THEM DOWN
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CENOCIDE
IN Cug
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June 10 2026 Dyfi Valley Palestine Solidarity. MOD Aberpo
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rth shut down. The site managed

by arms company QinetiQ has been complicit in war crimes - trading use of and testing
drones advertised as having been ‘battle tested’ on Palestinians. Jill Gough

Target Aberporth

A recent Red Line Event
outside the MoD / QinetiQ
establishment at Parcllyn,
Aberporth, Ceredigion
was one of many protests
outside the military drone
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
- UAV) testing and training
site. The protest followed
the announcement of a
£50 million “Wales Defence
Growth Deal” to support
high-skilled jobs and
strengthen Wales' role in
autonomous technology.
From Parcllyn, QinetiQ
‘operates a 6,500 square
kilometre danger zone
over Cardigan Bay...
enabling safe trials for
weapons, unmanned
drones, and supersonic
aircraft on behalf of the
MoD'.

Following this in June, a
group also successfully
blockaded the Parcllyn

QinetiQ site for 7 hours.

The terrible
Aberporth trio

» West Wales Airport:
Watchkeeper military

drones were based here
for testing and training

until five of them crashed
on land and at sea. New
site owners, Tekever,

a Portuguese drone
company, have established
a UAV testing and training
school at the airfield.
There is a low-level military
flight corridor for drones
from Aberporth to the
Sennybridge Military
Ranges in Powys.

* Aberporth
Technology Park / Parc
Aberporth: next to the
airfield, and was originally
built, developed and is
still owned by the Welsh
Government to develop
UAVSs. Units leased to
private drone companies
including QinetiQ, Tekever
management and UAVE.

* Parcllyn: MoD-owned,
used by QinetiQ arms
company and includes
military training and
testing of UAVs / drones,
low-flying aircraft, missile
evaluation, laser firing, and
bombing.

It has been announced
that QinetiQ's UAV site may
be used ‘in potential future
space launch surveillance'.

Four military drone
companies

QinetiQ, Thales and
Elbit Systems & UAVE:
companies either directly
involved in the arms

trade or have developed
technologies used in Israeli
military campaigns.

The Militarisation of
Wales

A 2011 Welsh Government
press release proclaimed
the Government to be

‘the driving force behind
setting up the Wales

UAS [Unmanned Aircraft
Systems] environment'.

‘Defence’ is not a devolved
power for the Welsh
Government to deal with
although the ‘defence
industry’ is.

Is this the Wales we
want?

The Wellbeing of Future
Generations Act (2015)
calls on all public bodies
in Wales to prioritise
sustainable development
and aims to improve the
health and the social,
economic, environmental,
and cultural wellbeing of



all, meeting the needs

of the present without
compromising the ability of
future generations to meet
their needs.

Any military related site in
Wales could be a violent
target for a perceived
enemy or terrorist. Being
active in companies
providing killing
technology to certain
other nation states can
make Wales complicit in
genocide.

The Senedd has powers
over procurement policy,
infrastructure investment,
skills funding, development
strategy and education.
These powers must be
aligned with a wellbeing
economy as opposed to a
war economy.

Economic development of
sites in Wales for military
purposes is an antithesis to
the 2015 Wellbeing Act.

Our Choice

We live in a democracy, so
we should tell our elected

-l

J".‘“Q#—c-.-
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representatives how we
want Wales to be - now,
and for our children and
grandchildren.

Plaid Cymru is firmly
opposed to the
replacement of the Trident
nuclear weapons system
and advocates for tighter
controls on the arms trade,
supporting the revocation
of arms export licences

to countries with poor
human rights records or
where there is evidence

of international law
violations.

Take Action

* Write to your AS/MS
expressing your views on
these war preparations,
call for more investment

in preventative mediation
and diplomacy,
international arbitration
and non-violent conflict
resolution, structural peace
and justice building and
addressing the root causes
of aggression. Ask them

to listen to and support

—a S

e

the concept of protest and
non-violent action. The
threat of Climate Change
alone is a reason for
reshaping responses to
conflict.

* Support and Join CND
Cymru, West Wales Against
Arms, Mid Wales Against
Arms, Cymdeithas y Cymod,
Stop the War and other
peace, disarmament and
justice groups.

* West Wales Against Arms
has produced a useful
booklet Exposing the War
Machine - Aberporth listing
the links between private
weapons companies,
genocide and global
conflict.

A vigil is held by local
people every Friday from
11.00am outside the MoD
/ Parcllyn site SA43 2BU.
Monthly vigils at Aberporth
are organised by West
Wales Against Arms and
supported by CND Cymru
and others.

JILL GOUGH

Red Line event at Parcllyn, Aberporth May 2026 - courtesy of Jill Gough
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PAGE 10

A wake up call for us all

Just two miles from £40 billion Sizewell C, Thorpeness has experienced more than
27 metres of cliff erosion since December 2024

Together Against Sizewell
C (TASC) ask, ‘How long
can government continue
to ignore nature's
warnings, expecting future
generations to clear up
the mess from ill thought
out decisions made today?'
TASC add, ‘Witnessing the
recent rapid erosion along
the East Anglian coastline,
where at Thorpeness

up to 27 metres of land
has been lost to the sea,
resulting in 11 homes
being demolished, is
heartbreaking.’

The dunes are eroding.

Earlier this year, the dunes
fronting the Sizewell C site
were overtopped by the
advancing seas - siting

a nuclear power station
just a few metres from

the North Sea on one of
Europe’s fastest eroding
coastlines is sheer folly.

The government was
recently reported as
claiming, ‘Climate change

is at the heart of this
government’s agenda, both
adapting for the future and
becoming a clean energy
superpower. It is vital that
the UK is ready for the
impacts and we are helping
local communities become
more resilient...” This
project is not resilient to an
extreme sea level rise over
its 140-year lifetime, and in
2024 TASC discovered that
additional sea defences
would be needed.

The government knows,
but plans to do nothing
now.

Secretary of State, Ed
Miliband, was made aware

of the significant risks

by TASC in March 2025
advising that the developer,
EDF, had also been aware
of the risks since 2015.
However, Miliband denied
our request for the
additional sea defences to
be assessed and subject to
public scrutiny now.

In TASC's opinion the
Sizewell C project,

as approved in the
Development Consent
Order (DCO), is

moving ahead without
demonstrating that there
is a viable, fully assessed
option to keep the site
safe from flooding in a
credible maximum sea
level rise scenario over its
full lifetime. This places

Dunes in front of the northern end of Sizewell C being overtopped

January 2026. Photo: TASC

an immoral burden on
future generations, so

it is imperative that we

all speak up for our
descendants, who have
no voice in the decision-
making of today yet

are being forced by this
government to protect the
Sizewell C site and its 4,000
tonnes of spent fuel from
flooding till the late 2100s.

Recent events along the
East Anglian coastline
should be a wake up call
for government - Sizewell
C is not a suitable site for
new nuclear - the power of
the sea cannot be ignored.

CHRIS WILSON



38 Years of saying NO!

One glaring aspect of the
failure of the Labour Party’s
campaign for the Welsh
Parliament in May was the
paucity of examples of the
two Labour governments
at both ends of the M4
delivering for Wales.
Indeed, the only policy they
boasted about was the
announcement that Rolls-
Royce had been selected

to build its large 470MW
modular reactor at the
Wylfa site. Not an original
policy by Labour, and was
in fact a continuation of
the £2.5 billion promised
by Sunak’s government.
Eluned Morgan did not
believe in this promise as
she delivered it completely
unconvincingly during

the campaign. The bitter
lesson for Labour is that
promoting nuclear energy
did not win them votes.
Their share of the vote sank
to 11%.

Marking the Chernobyl
and Fukushima disasters

At the beginning of a

new political era in Welsh
history, Pobl Atal Wylfa

B/ People Against Wylfa B
(PAWB) organised a meeting
in Bangor on 4 June to mark
the 40th anniversary of the
Chernobyl nuclear disaster,
and the 15th anniversary
of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster. As well as recalling
the devastating and
extremely costly impact

of those disasters, we had
the opportunity to listen to
Dr David Toke, University
of Aberdeen analysing
Rolls-Royce’s intention to
build their nuclear reactor
at the Wylfa site. Firstly,

he revealed that more

neutrons would be emitted
from an RR reactor than
from conventional reactors.
He quoted an expert
researcher from Stanford
University as follows: -

“The more neutrons that
are leaked, the greater the
amount of radioactivity
created by the activation
process of neutrons.

We found that SMRs will
generate at least nine times
more neutron activated
steel than conventional
power plants.”

Where does all the
money go?

He explained that an RR
reactor is not actually small,
and that it's less modular
than a conventional large
reactor. That Starmer’s
boast about generating
electricity from such a
reactor by the mid-2030s

was a fantasy. He said

no one knows how much
more money Rolls-Royce
will need to realise their
ambition. One thing is

for sure; they will ask the
British State Government
for a significant amount of
money and for an addition
to our electricity bills to
pay for this dangerous,
dirty, old-fashioned and
extremely expensive
technology. He summed up
his comments by describing
Rolls-Royce's nuclear

plan as “HS2 but with
radioactivity!”

Dr. Toke’s warnings will
be very valuable as we
intensify our campaign
to stop the destruction of
a beautiful part of Ynys
Mon for ever.

DYLAN MORGAN

The debate goes on: PAWB in Bangor on 4 June
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O FONIFYNwY All change in the Bay
ONA TO MONMOUTH

M

In the Senedd election of May 2026, Wales experienced
a new proportional representation system, new and
more numerous constituencies, new parties. The result
was a first Plaid Cymru government in Cardiff Bay

with a new First Minister in Rhun ap Iorwerth. CND
Cymru can welcome Plaid Cymru’s historical support for
disarmament, and it now has a former CND Cymru Chair
in the Cabinet, Mabon ap Gwynfor.

Disappointing results for Welsh Labour supporters of
CND Cymru have played their part in the stepping down
of Keir Starmer on 22 June. Whether new policy changes
appear remain to be seen. There are two first-time seats
for the Welsh Greens, and also one Lib Dem seat re-
election.

Progressives can heave a sigh of relief as Conservatives
and Reform UK Ltd will form a large bloc of the right and
far right, whose policies on migration and other issues
run counter to CND Cymru policies.

Why'’s that plane in Wales?

Airport fans often flock to spot and track aircraft at sites such as RAF Valley on Ynys Mon.
Cardiff Airport is not a military base, but there too watchers regularly report sighting
military aircraft that are not holiday flights. Recent sightings have included US Lockheed
Hercules C-130s, often used as airborne troop carriers, and the giant military transporter
McDonnell Douglas/Boeing C-17 Globemaster IIIs. CND Cymru has put in a Freedom of
Information request to find out what are the protocols and clearances for such foreign
military flights in Welsh airspace and landings at civil airports in Wales.

Flotilla's Welsh sailors kidnapped

This May sailors from Wales carrying humanitarian aid on the Global Sumud Flotilla to
Gaza were illegally kidnapped by Israeli forces in international waters to the west of
Cyprus. One was Hanna Schafer from New Quay, another was Richard Andersen from
Llanbrynmair, and a third was Chris Hill from Clwt-y-bont. Abducted to Israel, 430
captives from 50 ships were abused, beaten, handcuffed in stress position, some tortured
and assaulted. Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir gleefully
taunted the captives in person. There followed outrage around the world, however the
USA slapped sanctions on the organisers of the Flotilla.

All Wales still
protests

The (lack of!) nuclear weapons
resulting in another illegal
war in Iran, as well as Israel's
brutal attacks on civilians in
Lebanon and oppression in
Palestine, have all ensured
the continuation of vigils,
meetings and protest
marches across Wales, from
Builth Wells to Caernarfon,
from Cardiff to Aberystwyth.

The Red Line took to the streets of Cardigan on 23 May.



Stop DARC radar!

A Change.org petition calls for Pembroke’s unique landscape to be protected from the
deep space radar 27- tower project for US space wars. As of June, the petition has been
signed by over 19,400 Protect the iconic skylines of Newgale, Solva, Penycwm and
Roch! https://www.change.org/p/stop-darc-radar-protect-pembrokeshire-s-unique-landscape
The new Welsh government stands against this development.

Reactor name game

In an orchestrated PR stunt by the site developers, ‘children from the local community’
chose a new name for Wylfa: Gwyndod, a name which had many local people scratching
their heads. Strangely none of the names the public had suggested were chosen. They
included: Wylfashima, Windscale B, the White Elephant, Never-Never Land and Nukey
McNukeface.

Gender and nuclear politics

On 6 June a fascinating CND Cymru webinar was led by Dr Jana Wattenberg from

the International Politics department of Aberystwyth University. Many themes were
discussed, including the role of women in nuclear weapons development, warfare,
testing, medical impact, civil applications, imagery, protest, feminism, in government
roles.

Wales to
Lakenheath

On 27 June, during this summer’s
Great Swelter, Wales protestors
brought their banners from

Mid Wales and West Wales to

the perimeter fence of RAF
Lakenheath. Thanks especially to
Heather Huntley, Oak and Ali, to
Leigh Evans, and encouragement
from Dr Rowan Willams, former
Archbishop of Canterbury and
the ever inspiring Angie Zelter

on video (her presence prevented by her terms of

bail) ORGANISED BY NO

Cwm Llynfi NUCLEAR LLYNFI

Linda Pentz Gunter of Beyond Nuclear International 0&A WITH LINDA PENTZ GUNTER
returned to Wales at the end of June to address AUTHOR OF “NO TO NUCLEAR
JOIN US FOR IMPORTART COMMUNITY EVENTS

meetings at Porthcawl and Maesteg, regarding T0 LEARH, DISCUSS AND HAVE YOUR SAY.
the proposals by Last Energy for Cwm Llynfi. Q SUSSED, @ [ BOCS OREN,
In this piece https://beyondnuclearinternational. PORTHCAWL | MAESTER TOWN HALL
0rg/2026/06/28/the-new-nuclear-madness-is- TUESDAY
climate-criminality/ Linda exposes the threadbare 29TH JUNE 1535] 307H JUNE
credentials of Last Energy and quotes from Debra 730 P D 2-00PH
Cooper of the Bridgend Greens. Linda's new book T TR
No to Nuclear was reviewed in the April Heddwch.
PHILIP STEELE :
STAND WITH US - r
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Ynysoedd Gobaith - Mentrau a Syniadau
Iwtopaidd yng Nghymru'r Ugeinfed
Ganrif

Llion Wigley, Gwasg Prifysgol Cymru 2025

ISBN 978-1-83772-319-5 251 pages £19.99

This Welsh-language book explores the influence and
successes of utopian thinking in Wales from 1900 to the
late 1970s. The chapter on Quaker initiatives during the
recession of the 1920-30s which explored creating jobs,
providing educational opportunities, and creating leisure
activities was particularly inspiring. However, perhaps
most significant, was how much the “utopian” ideas
explored in the rest of the book have become part of
mainstream discussion today.
https://www.uwp.co.uk/book/ynysoedd-gobaith-wigley/

BRIAN JONES

Poems for Peace and the Planet

Paul Hawkes, Shakspeare Editorial 2026

ISBN: 9781068571640 71 pages £8.99 o o Planet
T~ paul Hawkes

Can be ordered online at Waterstones or Blackwells etc.,
For a limited period, the book is available at a discounted
price of £7.00. Email robranyard@hotmail.com for further
information.

Proceeds from sales of his book are to be donated to CND
Cymru and the Welsh Wildlife Centre, Cardigan.

For most of his adult life, Paul Hawkes (1946-2025)
campaigned for CND, both before and after he moved
to Cardigan in the nineties. During the last 20 years of
his life, he took up poetry with a vengeance, leaving a
significant collection of unpublished work. Poems for
Peace and the Planet, selected by his friends, is arranged
under four broad themes.

‘The Natural World’ poems express his joy and wonder
at the landscapes and wildlife of the places he loved.
These poems also focus on the sadness and/or anger
about how humankind is trashing the world we live
in, and what we should be doing about it.

The ‘Lighter Notes’ poems illustrate the humour in
Paul's writing, and how he cleverly plays with words.

In contrast, ‘Weightier Matters’ presents poems on
current affairs, culture, myth, history and literature,
themes in which Paul was deeply interested.

‘Last Words', comprises a poem that he dictated

in hospital shortly before he died, along with one
that came second in the Welsh Poetry Competition
in 2022. The book concludes with ‘Paul's Story’, an
account of his life by Alex Crampton, the celebrant at
his funeral.

Paul Hawkes reading a poem at a
protest outside Aberporth Airport, ROB RANYARD
2014, courtesy Jill Gough


https://www.uwp.co.uk/book/ynysoedd-gobaith-wigley/
mailto:robranyard@hotmail.com

NOTICE BOARD See you at
The Valleys Peace Web the O abell HeddWOh/

launches in St Elvans Church, Aberdare,
on Saturday September 12th. 11am - eace Tth

3pm. The focus will be on local history EISTEDDFOD Y

with speakers on Keir Hardie and

the peace movement and the Wales GARREG LAS
Women's Peace Petition. 1.8 AUGUST 2026

Jill Evans will Chair.

Mid Wales Against Arms is a grassroots peace campaign based in Powys. We
are working to end the UK arms trade, demilitarise our communities, and redirect

public funds toward welfare, not warfare.

We believe that weapons of war have no place in our
communities. We stand in solidarity with victims of conflict
worldwide and actively advocate for Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions (BDS).

We welcome anyone who shares our vision of a
peaceful, demilitarised future. Whether you want to help
organise peaceful local protests, collaborate with other
peace groups, write to representatives, or educate our
community, your voice matters.

Email Heather: hara.hara@hotmail.co.uk
Join our Facebook group “Mid Wales Against Arms"”

Funding help!

West Wales Against Arms is seeking funding support. Any
funding will contribute to their meetings costs, venue hire,
refreshments and significant printing costs. Since July 2025 they
have relied on funds raised internally and through spot donations.
Any contribution will be well received and put to good use.

Join our Facebook group “West Wales Against Arms"”

Closing of the Soviet Union’s
nuclear weapon test site in Kazahkhstan

35th Anniversary of the Semipalatinsk nuclear “testing” site's (SNTS) official closure
will be marked on 29 August 2026.

The following people will lead a creative International Campaign “Children of the
World Draw Peace”, to mark the 35th Anniversary of the Semipalatinsk nuclear
“testing” site’s (SNTS) official closure: Indira Weaver, Aigerim and Yerdaulet (QNFC),
Maira Abenova (DOM), and Karipbek Kuyukov (Kazakh Mouth Artist and Peace
Advocate).

They are inviting children from all over the World to express their vision of peace
through art. Thirty-five of these artworks will be chosen and sent to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Then all will also exhibit in Semey on 28th and 29th August.
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HEDDWCH

Is the magazine of the
Wales Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament
(CND Cymru). It can also
be read online, along with
past issues at
www.cndcymru.org

CND CYMRU o

CND Cymru campaigns alongside
organisations in Wales and
internationally for peace,
environmental and social justice,
and to rid Britain and the world of all
weapons of mass destruction.
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website www.cndcymru.org Editor: Jessica Thomas
e-mail heddwch@cndcymru.org editor @C”dCWﬁf u.org
instagram @cndcymru Translator: Sian Edwards

siandefynnog@hotmail.co.uk
Designer: Tom Pollock
JOIN CND CYMRU NOW! tom@excellent-design.co.uk
www.cndcymru.org/take-part/membership Emntﬁdzg%geml Print,
Under 25? Easy! You can join us for free online and ed

. Artwork credits:
download Heddwch from the website. Cover Doomsday Clock,

Team changes Sam Bannon

We are seeking a new Membership Secretary, do get in hetcontenta e e
touch with Brian Jones (brian.jones@phonecoop.coop) if
you'd like to get involved.

facebook www.facebook.com/cndcymru/

does not necessarily reflect
the opinion or policies of

We have welcomed Mark Rhys-Owens as our new CND Cymru. We welcome

Treasurer. debate and discussion.
Please send any comment,

CONTACTS contribution, letter or dates

Vice-Chairs of events to the editor.

Jill Evans jillrhondda@yahoo.co.uk )

Brian Jones brian.jones@phonecoop.coop ~ 1he nextissue of Heddwch
will be published in

Treasurer December 2026.

Mark Rhys-Owens treasurer@cndcymru.org

19 Cherry Grove,

Haverfordwest SA61 2NT

Membership

Andrew Morris membership@cndcymru.org

Llwyn, Gwyddelwern,
Corwen, Denbighshire LL21 9DG

National Secretary Press/Communications

Dylan Lewis-Rowlands heddwch@cndcymru.org
Committee
Jill Gough Social media; e
Ali Lochhead; ===n |
: Boo e EAR L LR

Jon Plumpton; Linda Rogers; B NUCLE{LM' {1
Philip Steele; Jessica Thomas; i' lPﬂﬁ.EnE*.f\'Lﬁ' g
Sam Bannon 12| 51;‘;::1’:;_,

] S
Liaison/Delegates W=

Cymdeithas y Cymod Carol Jenkins;
WANA Richard Outram;
PAWB-CADNO Dylan Morgan;
British CND Council Linda Rogers,
Dylan Lewis-Rowlands.
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